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Still waters run deep—so deep sometimes that
they erupt unexpectedly from the ground like a
refreshing spring. This unique feature highlights
the stunning timber frame home of Brenda
Nicholson built on five acres of treed land, east of
Tara, southwest of Owen Sound in Bruce County.
From the great room and loft, through tall, cathe-
dral windows, Brenda has a perfect view of one of
nature’s beautiful anomalies. Before her eyes, a
tributary of the Sauble River emerges miraculous-
ly from underground in the backyard and flows
past the dwelling, lending its name to the home
itself—Hidden Waters.

In April of 2002, more than 130 people celebrat-
ed the Nicholson “house raising” with food and live
music. The event was the culmination of a collabo-
rative process between the homeowners and Pliny
Loucks, chief designer and owner of Great
Lakes Frame Company. Once the massive frame
was in place and the insulation package installed, it
was less than four months before the Nicholsons
took occupancy.

Loucks explains that with a custom timber
frame home much of the work precedes the actual
on-site construction. During eight months prior 
to building, eastern white pine timbers from
southern Ontario are cut, shaped and fitted at
Loucks’s operation, just north of Chatsworth.
Because little, if any, metal fasteners are used in the
process, each hand-turned wooden dowel is tested
to ensure the structure is flawless before it’s lifted
into place on the property. This kind of care and
craftsmanship is immediately apparent when you
enter the Nicholson home. The welcoming entrance
is bordered by well-kept gardens of hostas and
ornamental grasses. Inside, you experience a sense
of calm because the décor captures an earthy coun-
try feel with its tasteful, eclectic mix of antiques
and collectables. Brenda Nicholson, our friendly
hostess, explains the kind of home she and her
husband, Bob, envisioned. “We originally thought
of building a log home, but we didn’t want to be
coating the logs every so often. So we chose a timber
frame home that incorporates continued on page 30

The home,
appropriately

named Hidden
Waters, has a

spectacular view
of a river, which

flows through
the backyard. 
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TOP LEFT: The timber
walls are raised and
construction of the
2,200 sq. ft. home
begins. TOP RIGHT:
The kitchen features
Brenda Nicholson's
treasured antique
butcher’s block.
BOTTOM: The spacious
main floor is 
anchored by a solid
stone fireplace.
continued on page 32
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Hutten & Co. is all about landscape design 
and construction. Whether you’re interested 
in enhancing your backyard, waterfront
improvements and development, retaining 
wall construction, patio or garden installation, 
call Hutten’s. We make it beautiful for you.

Design and Construction of :
• NATURAL STONE OR PRE-CAST CONCRETE RETAINING WALLS, 

FLAGSTONE WALKWAYS AND PATIOS 
• INTERLOCKING STONE DRIVEWAYS, SIDEWALKS AND PATIOS 
• WATER FEATURES • FENCES, DECKS, DOCKS

Installation of :
• TREES, PLANTS, SOD, SEED • TOPSOIL, MULCH, GRAVEL 
• RIVER ROCK, ORNAMENTAL STONE, ARMOUR STONE

Whatever your project, we make it beautiful for you

Hutten & Co.
LANDSCAPE 

CONSTRUCTION & DESIGN

John Hutten   Cell: 519-373-7711 info@huttenbobcat.com

519-376-9364 Owen Sound, ON   www.huttenbobcat.com

Residential & Commercial
Flooring Needs!

For all yourFor all your
Residential & Commercial

Flooring Needs!

Ceramic
Vinyl

Carpet
Hardwood

Ceramic
Vinyl

Carpet
Hardwood

Tile Time Ltd. � � � � � � � � � 

2020-20th Street East, PO Box 426, Owen Sound
519-371-7878 • 1-800-664-0170

Make your dream kitchen a reality
Showroom Location

492 Tenth Street, Hanover, Ontario
Showroom Hours

Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm � Saturday 10am - 3pm

Phone  (519) 364-3302

w w w . h a n o v e r c a b i n e t s . c o m
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the warmth of wood and natural materials we wanted,”
Nicholson explains.

“We like natural products, so we went with stone. Built
as a retirement home, we wanted all the necessary rooms
along with the master bedroom on the main floor, while
maintaining as much open space as possible. There are
two bedrooms in the basement for family and guests when
they visit.” 

The spacious main floor of this 2,200 sq. ft. home is
anchored by a solid stone fireplace, which soars three 
storeys high. Off the foyer, to the left, is the kitchen, which
opens onto a large dining space, lighted by the enclosed
sunroom beyond. The kitchen cabinetry and sideboard of
finely crafted cherry is the work of Amish Mennonite 
carpenter, Harvey Stutzman. A unique feature is the
kitchen island, built around the Nicholson’s treasured
antique butcher’s block. 

Aside from the rustic, heated tiles in the foyer, the floor-
ing of the main open area is mill-run white ash of varying
widths, which gleams with natural light, bringing the 
outdoors in. The master bedroom on the right opens onto 
a large covered porch, complete with hot tub, while the
spacious loft looking down on the great room houses
Nicholson’s office and her favoured antique pipe organ—
the perfect place to work and play.

Loucks explains his collaborative approach to con-
struction: “We custom design and build the main structure
then turn it over to a general contractor to finish the job.
We first go to the site and look at the geography of the
property. Next, I ask the customer what they want to
build. Together, beginning with an on-site bubble diagram,
we examine what will actually work, considering the
direction of the sun, drainage and all the other variables.
We then finalize a house plan that’s unique to that home-
owner—formal, country or contemporary.”

Loucks’s collaborative approach and dedication to
excellence extends to the other companies involved in the
building of the Nicholson home. Tom Clancy of Tom
Clancy Builders of Owen Sound acted as Construction
Coordinator. Along with Harvey Stutzman’s carpentry and
Rob Hicks’s masonry work, Van Dolders of Owen
Sound provided windows and doors and Owen Sound
Ledgerock the attractive limestone facing. 

Starting in 1989 with a crew of three, Great Lakes
Timber Company now boasts three full crews, one shop
crew and two site crews, all involved in several projects a
year in a variety of locations from north of Toronto to the
Muskokas to the Bruce Peninsula. “The beauty of timber
frame construction,” says Loucks, “is that it’s adaptable to
any look you want.”

That unique look is on full display at Nicholson’s
Hidden Waters home. With the gentle background sound
of river waters emerging from the land, this one-of-a-kind
home becomes a calm oasis that reflects the beauty of its
natural surroundings.      OH

TOP: Nicholson
uses the beams

and towering 
walls to display

antiques and 
collectibles.  

BOTTOM: An
abundance of 

windows in the
master bedroom

allow light to pour
in all year round.
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Fire #155431, 7th Line
RR #2, Markdale, ON

Tel: 519·986·4138
Email: grey@bellnet.ca

Ralph G. Walsh
Brian Carmichael

Electrical Services · New & Up Grades
Underground & Overhead · Off Road Specialists
Farm Generators · Sales & Services
Street & Yard Lighting · Sales & Services

NEED POWER?
We do it all!
Not only do we perform the hydro work required for the outside
of homes (primary or underground services and generator
installations and sales), but we also have staff to complete the
interior wiring in new or existing homes. We do business and
industrial wiring as well.
AND:
We have the required equipment to work in off-road scenarios.

Why choose anyone else?

� Interlocking design
� Affordable

� Long Lasting
� Environmentally Friendly

� Suitable for Do-It-Yourselfers

1� 888 � 810 �7663
Wingham, ON

w w w. d i a m o n d r o of . o n . c a

OH GB copy  2/28/07  4:04 AM  Page 33


